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New Delhi, Aug 3:
The impasse in the monsoon 

session of Parliament is likely to 
continue on Tuesday with both the 
government and opposition refus-
ing to budge from their respective 
positions.
Opposition has signalled that 

it will harden its position and is 
drawing up plans to step up its 
offensive against the government 
over the Pegasus snooping issue. 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi is 
currently holding a meeting with 
opposition leaders over breakfast 
at the Constitution Club to chalk 
out a joint strategy on the Pegasus 
snooping issue.
Rahul Gandhi later also led a 

bicycle rally with Opposition MPs 
towards the Parliament in protest 
of fuel price hike.
At least 100 Opposition MPs are 

present at the Constitution Club. 
This includes NCP, National Con-
ference, Trinamool Congress, Shiv 
Sena, RJD, Samajwadi Party, CPI, 

CPM, IUML, RSP, KCM, JMM 
and DMK. Aam Aadmi Party and 
BSP MPs have skipped the meet.
The meeting is being held to 

forge unity among the opposition 
ranks on the issue. Rahul Gan-
dhi’s breakfast invitation assumes 
significance as it is seen as part 
of conscious efforts by him to 
engage non-NDA leaders and lead 
the front.
After the breakfast meeting, 

Rahul Gandhi and other Opposi-
tion leaders rode bicycles to the 
Parliament.
The Opposition has been de-

manding a discussion in Parliament 
on the Pegasus row and its lead-
ers have been giving adjournment 
notices every day. The government 
has been saying that the opposition 
is creating a “non-issue” and the 
IT minister has already given a 
reply in both Houses of Parliament.
Meanwhile, senior BJP leader 

and Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Monday spoke to Leader 

of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Mal-
likarjun Kharge and sought his 
cooperation to end the impasse in 
the Parliament. 
BJP ally Nitish seeks probe
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Ku-

mar on Monday backed the demand 
for a thorough probe into Pegasus 
snooping row, which has led to a 
logjam in Parliament.
The JDU leader, who runs the 

NDA government in Bihar in al-
liance with the BJP, said, “Such 
things should not be done to 
disturb and harass people. There 
should be an investigation into this 
and the findings be made public.”
“It is a known fact that modern 

technology can be put to sinister 
uses. If there have been any at-
tempts to intercept people’s tel-
ephonic conversations, it would be 
better to get the matter probed for 
a suitable action,” he told report-
ers on the sidelines of his weekly 
public interaction programme.

Rahul, Oppn leaders 
hold breakfast meet over 

Pegasus snooping
No end to impasse at 

monsoon session

MPs cycle their way to Parliament to 

oppose rising fuel prices

Rahul Gandhi and Opposition party MPs who attended a  breakfast meeting pose for a group picture.Aam 
Aadmi Party and BSP MPs have skipped the meet.

Tokyo, Aug 3:  
India’s Annu Rani could not 

qualify for the women’s javelin 
throw final at the Olympic Games, 
finishing 14th with a below-par 
throw of 54.04 metres on Tuesday.  
Annu began with a 50.35-metre 

throw and improved it to 53.19-me-
tre in her second attempt in Group 

A, which had 14 contenders.   
The 29-year-old needed a huge 

effort to make it to the 12-woman 
final and though she improved 
marginally, it was nowhere close 
to the automatic qualification mark 
of 63 metres.  
The effort was also well below 

her personal best of 63.24 metres, 

which she achieved in the Federa-
tion Cup earlier this year.   
Maria Andrejczyk from Poland 

was the only thrower who could 
earn the automatic qualification by 
sending the spear to 65.25 metres 
in her first attempt.   

More Olympic news on 
Pages 7 & 8

Javelin thrower Annu disappoints

Zoha Haider’s record achievement, 

aims for a medical career
M Rafi  Ahmed

Create a vision for the life 
you really want and then 
work relentlessly towards 
making it a reality. Six-
teen year old Zoha Haider, 
a resident of Tatarpur in 
Bhagalpur, Bihar, as to the 
words of Roy T Bennett, 
who authored the book 
‘! e light in the heart’,  had 
a clear vision and mission 
to become the topper in  In-
dian Certi" cate of Second-
ary Education (ICSE) exam 
with a whopping 99.6% 
termed to be " rst of its kind 
in the State. 

Hailing from a middle 
class family, Zoha, a stu-
dios girl and a topper right 
from her sixth class, le#  no 
stone unturned to achieve 
what she aspired by scoring 
centum in Mathematics, 
Computer Applications, 
History, Civics & Geogra-
phy while 99 marks each 
in English, Hindi and Sci-
ence. Indeed, she brought 
laurels to her institution--St 

Joseph’s School, Bhagalpur 
and the parents as well.

Sharing her achievement 
to this scribe, her chacha 
(dad’s brother) Syed Haider 
said that she is now busy 
preparing for medical en-
trance with Akash Institute 
in Bhagalpur since Zoha’s 
ambition is to become a 
doctor. She has determined 
to pursue her medicine 
for which she is hitting 
the books and performing 
" ve times namaz to get her 
dream a reality.

On cloud nine, the girl 
in all smiles expressed her 
gratitude to her teachers, 
who brought the best out 
of her while thanking the 
Principal Rev Fr Amal Raj 
for extending all support 
to her in her studies right 
from LKG. Of course, she 
had a word of praise to her 
parents--Syed Munavar 
Hasan (running a general 
store in Tatarpur) and Af-
rin Alam (Home-make) in 
helping her in all possible 
ways to make her achieve 

what she wanted to be.   
In fact, Hakkim Amir 

Hasan Lane at Tatarpur in 
Bhagalpur district whe she 
resides hogged the lime-
light as mediapersons start-
ed to make a beeline to that 
area for a face-to-face. ‘Stay 
focused and keep trying 
till you achieve what you 
aspire to be’, is what Bihar 
state topper Zoha Haider 
had to say to students. True. 
Nothing equals hard work 
and de" nitely it pays rich 
dividends.

On the death anniversary of freedom fighter Theeran Chinnamalai, Chief Minister M.K. Stalin paid floral 
tributes to portrait placed under the statue in Chennai, Guindy. Ministers, MLAs, MPs, were present at the 
event. Former Chief Ministers Edappadi Palaniswami,O.Panneerselvam also paid their respects to Theeran 
Chinnamalai.  

Stalin pays fl oral tributes to 
Theeran Chinnamalai

HR & CE Minister P.K. Sekarbabu met Chief Minister M.K. Stalin and handed 
over Rs. 28 lakh received by him from the public for CMPRF.

President Ram Nath Kovind was given warm send off by Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, Governor Banwarilal 
Purohit, Chief Secretary Irai Anbu are also seen.  

Chennai, Aug 3:
Chief Minister MK 

Stalin will chair the State 
Cabinet meeting on Au-
gust 4. The Cabinet is 
likely to give its approval 
for the new schemes and 

projects to be announced 
as part of the revised 
budget for 2021-22, which 
is expected soon. 
The Cabinet may also 

discuss the first budget 
for the Agriculture de-

partment as well as the 
white paper on the State 
finances, which is to be 
released ahead of the re-
vised budget.
Recently Chief Minister 

M.K. Stalin has advised 

CM to chair Cabinet 
meet on Aug 4

Ministers and officials to 
ensure that both the An-
nual Budget and newly 
proposed Agriculture Bud-
get include inputs from 
farmers, experts and rep-
resentatives to boost the 
economy of the State.
“The Chief Minister has 

advised Ministers and se-
nior government officials 
to consult with farmers, 
agricultural experts and 
farmers’ associations to 
take their inputs so as to 
design special schemes 
that would benefit them,” 
an official release said. 
As for the Annual 

Budget, consultations 
could be held with econ-
omists, representatives 
from industries, indus-
trial federations, MSME 
associations, commerce 
chambers, fishermen as-
sociations, among others 
to include their inputs, it 
said. The State govern-
ment would present two 
budgets, including one 
for agriculture and farm-
ers welfare, in line with 
the promise made in the 
DMK election manifesto, 
it added.
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Letter to 

Editor

Helicopter brothers booked for 

defrauding couple of Rs. 15 cr
Sir,

It is disheartening and shocking to note that the district crime branch police 
on 22.07.2021 booked two ‘helicopter brothers’ on changes of defrauding a 
couple of Rs. 15 cr.

According to sources, the siblings MR Ganesh and MR Swaminathan of 
Deekshithar Thottam. “Helicopter Brothers” as they owned a helicopter were 
running a private finance company and an aviation company besides a diary 
farm at Korkai village. It is said their fianance company ran a deposit scheme 
promising attractive returns.

Meanwhile, couple Fairoz Banu and Jafarrulla  from Kumbakonam, who have 
business in Dubai reportedly owned by the brothers. When the couple had 
demanded their money back it is said it was not forth coming from the broth-
ers. Recently, Fairoz Banu had filed a complaint with the Superintendent of 
Police, who ordered the District Crime Branch (DCB) to conduct and inquiry. 
Following this, the DCB registered a case of cheating against the brothers and 
conducted inquiries at their residence and finance company in Kumbakonam 
on 21.07.2021 evening.

As the duo was not present, they detained Srikanth 56 one of the managers 
of the financial company for interrogation. On 22.07.2021, the police seized 
12 cars owned by Ganesh and Swaminathan and took it to DCB office in 
Thanjavur. Special teams have been formed to nab the brothers.

Meanwhile, anonymous posters were parted across, Kumbakonam town alleg-
ing the helicopter brothers have cheated the public and traders to the tune of 
Rs. 600 crores. Sources saiod that MR Ganesh, who was the Thanjavur north 
district BJP traders using President, has been removed from the post by the 
district office bearers of BJP following complaints of cheating.

S.Gopalan,

 Maraimalai Nagar.

Big win for 

VMCA in 

Harrington CA

U-13 tournament
Chennai, Aug. 3:

VMCA defeated 
MSDCA by 201 runs 
in the U-13 cricket 
tournament conducted 
by Harrington Cricket 
Academy held at Reddy’s 
ground, Medavakkam.

The Score: VMCA 
236 for 4 in 30 overs 
(Vaibhav 54, Kamlesh 55, 
Devesh 34) bt   MSDCA 
35 allout in 14.5 overs 
(Zeishan 4/2, Kapil 
Ashwa 3/5). Man of the 
match: Zeishan.
TGC U-13 tournament
VMCA beat PSCA in 

the TGC U-13 tournament 
played at ASAN college 
ground, Pallikaranai.

The Score: PSCA 95/8 
in 30 overs (Aswath 
Raman 55 n.o., Deepak 
Raj 4/10) lost to VMCA 
96 for no loss in 15.3 
overs. (Jai Jain 60 n.o., 
Siddarth 30 n.o.).

Shyam Prasad stars in
Madhurantakam CC win

Chennai, Aug. 3:
Shyam Prasad 

(69) starred for 
Madhurantakam CC 
with a half-century as 
his side defeated Chakra 
CC by two runs in the 
CDCA second division                    
recently. 

The Score: Chrome 
CC 76 allout in 19.3 
overs (Chinthan Sencha 
3/13, V.Vinothahan 3/6) 
lost to Chakra CC 78/3 
in 19.5 overs (K.V.S.V. 
UdayTezaa 36 n.o.)
Madhurantakam CC 

176/7 in 30 overs 
(Shyam Prasad 69, 
V.Vinothahan 3/30) beat 

Shyam Prasad

Chakra CC 174/7 in 30 
overs (V.Sathish 40,V.
Ajay Kumar 36)

New York, Aug 3:
India has begun its 

presidency of the UN 
Security Council with a 
generous dose of Indian 
grain power.
T S Tirumurti, the 

Indian permanent repre-
sentative (PR) to the UN 
had organised a tradi-
tional breakfast that PRs 
of incoming presidencies 
host for counterparts from 
the rest of the 15 member 
nations.
The menu comprises 

the usual fare for such 
breakfasts - crepes, some 
breads, juices, coffee 
and fruits. But some of 
Tirumurti’s guests would 
probably have had some-
thing already, something 
really Indian before head-
ing out - oat clusters 
with multigrain flakes 
and Alphonso mango bits 
or crunchy millet granola 
bar or buttermilk millet 
crackers with caramelised 
onions, or just some 
Cajun trail mix in a gift 
hamper.
“We did it to highlight 

Breakfast with social distancing, UN 

PR showcases India’s grain power

The breakfast hamper sent to all the permanent representatives of the Security 
Council member nations and deputies.

the initiative taken by the 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to declare the year 
2023 the International 
Year of Millets, which we 
had successfully spear-
headed in the UN General 
Assembly a few months 
ago,” said Tirumurti, who 
spent months on the 
breakfast hamper, albeit 
with help from his wife 
Gowri Tirumurti and mis-

sion colleagues.
The incoming presi-

dency’s breakfast is a UN 
Security Council tradition. 
And Tirumurti was to 
host it at the Perma-
nent Indian Mission, the 
Charles Correa-designed 
aesthetic wonder amid 
steel-and-glass Manhattan 
buildings.
It will then be followed 

by India holding the first 

formal business of the 

day in the chair - a closed 

door UN Security Coun-

cil consultation, which 

will be followed by a 

presidential statement that 

Tirumurti will deliver on 

Darfur.

Later in the day, he 

will brief the rest of the 

UN general assembly 

members.

Mumbai, Aug 3:
T h e  G o v e r n m e n t 

Railway Police (GRP) 
have registered 2,654 
cases between January 1 
and June 30 this year. Of 
these, 2,543 or 95

�
 cases 

are of theft and robbery, 
and only 907 cases could 
be solved, with recovery 
of goods worth � 1.58 
crore.
S u b u r b a n  r a i lw a y 

commuters in Mumbai 
have los t cash and 
valuables amounting to � 5.25 crore to robbers 
and fatka gang members 
in the past six months.
T h e   GRP  h a v e 

registered 2,654 cases 
between January 1 and 
June 30 this year. Of 
these, 2,543 or 95

�
 cases 

are of theft and robbery, 
and only 907 cases could 
be solved, with recovery 
of goods worth � 1.58 
crore.
To crack down on 

robbers, the GRP has 
started registering all 
missing bag cases as 
those of theft. In the past 
two months, the GRP 
has registered 303 cases 
of bag lifting, which 
were earlier registered 
as missing cases and 
not investigated at all, 

amounting to a loss of 
property worth � 1.12 
crore. Out of these, police 
have solved 74 cases.
All GRP units have 

been instructed to register 
all missing bag cases as 
thefts. GRP commissioner 
Quaiser Khalid said that 
the move was adopted 
a l ong t h e l i n e s o f 
directives issued by then 
GRP commissioner Nikhet 
Kaushik in 2017 to register 
mobile missing cases as 
thefts. The drive led to 
recovery of several lost / 
stolen mobile phones and 
arrests of the thieves and 
robbers.

Mumbai commuters

misplace valuables worth 

5.25 crore in six months

New Delhi, Aug 3:
Ending the stalemate in 

border talks that lasted 
nearly six months, India 
and China have agreed in 
principle to disengage at a 
key patrol point in eastern 
Ladakh even though other 
friction areas remain in 
the region, government 
sources said.
The agreement on 

PP17A was reached 

during the 12th round 
of Corps Commander-
level talks Saturday. The 
meeting, which was part 
of a series of measures 
to resolve the 15-month 
standoff in Ladakh, was 
held on the Indian side 
of the Chushul-Moldo 
border.
Sources said China has 

agreed to step back from 
PP17A, also known as the 

Gogra Post, but is “not 
inclined” to move back 
from PP15 or the Hot 
Springs area. “Modalities 
are being worked out. But 
on PP17A, there is an 
agreement to disengage. 
On PP15, China continues 
to insist that it is holding 
its own side of the Line 
of Actual Control (LAC),” 
an official said.
The proposa ls are 

India, China agree to disengage 
from  Ladakh flash point

with the government, 
and details of how the 
troops will move are 
being discussed, sources 
said. The movement is 
expected to start within 
the next couple of days, 
they said.
The issue of Chinese 

ingression in the Depsang 
Plains and Charding-
Ninglung Nallah (CNN) 
in the Demchok area 
were not discussed, 
sources said. But the 
latest breakthrough is 
significant, they said, 
considering the stalemate 
since February.
A joint statement issued 

Monday said the two 
sides had a “candid and 
in-depth exchange of 
views on resolution of 
remaining areas related to 
disengagement along the 
Line of Actual Control 
in the Western Sector of 
India-China border areas”.
I t said: “The two 

sides noted that this…
meeting was constructive, 
which further enhanced 
mutual understanding. 
They agreed to resolve 
these remaining issues 
in an expeditious manner 
in accordance with the 
existing agreements and 
protocols and maintain the 
momentum of dialogue 
and negotiations.”

New Delhi, Aug 3:
Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi 
yesterday launched 
e-RUPI, a cashless 
and contactless 
instrument for digital 
payment through video 
conferencing.
Speaking on the 

occasion, Mr Modi 
said, the country is 
giving a new dimension 
to digital governance 
and e-RUPI will 
play a great role in 
strengthening Direct 

Benefit Transfer, 
DBT. He said, e-RUPI 
voucher will help 
everyone in targeted, 
transparent and leakage 
free delivery. Mr 
Modi said, the Centre 
is taking over 300 
governmental schemes 
to the poor through 
DBT.
He said, one lakh 35 

thousand crore rupees 
have been transferred 
to farmers under PM 
Kisan Samman Nidhi, 
85 thousand crore 

Modi launches e-RUPI  digital 
payment system

rupees for government 
purchase of wheat were 
also disbursed in this 
manner. Prime Minister 
said, the biggest benefit 
of this all is that one 
lakh 78 thousand crore 
rupees were prevented 
from going to the 
wrong hands.
The Prime Minister 

said, e-RUPI is a 
futuristic reform that 
is being initiated at 
the time when the 
country is to celebrate 
Bharat ki Azadi ka 
Amrit Mahotsav. He 
said, e-RUPI vouchers 
are purpose – specific 
and will ensure that 
the benefits of the 
voucher are availed for 
the service it is meant 
for. Mr Modi said, if 
any organization wants 
to help people in their 
treatment or education 
or for any other 
purpose, then they will 
be able to give e-RUPI 
instead of cash.
The Prime Minister 

said, when it comes 
to innovations, use of 
technology in service 
delivery, India has the 
ability to lead along 
with big countries of 
the world. He said, 
Aarogya Setu App 

is among the most 
downloaded app in the 
world. Even, CoWIN 
system is playing 
a majore role in 
streamlining the world’s 
largest vaccine drive. 
Mr Modi said, India is 
showing the world that 
it knows how to use 
technology to benefit its 
citizens in the remotest 
parts.
The Prime Minister 

said, every month, 
UPI transactions are 
setting new records. 
He said, in July, 
India has witnessed 
over 300 crore rupee 
UPI transactions. 
Additionally, RuPay 
card has been launched 
in Singapore and 
Bhutan. Mr Modi said, 
at present, there are 
66 crore RuPay card 
holders in India and 
the transactions worth 
thousands of crore 
rupees are being done 
through it.
E-Rupi, a person and 

purpose specific digital 
payment solution, is 
a QR code or SMS 
string-based e-Voucher, 
which is delivered 
to the mobile of the 
beneficiaries.

San Jose, Aug 3:
The official Windows 

11 release date has not 
been revealed so far, but 
there are many rumours. 
Now, Microsoft itself 
has jumped on that 
bandwagon and may just 
have hinted at Windows 
11 release date.
According to the report, 

the Windows creator has 
informed OEMs that 
drivers for Windows 11 
must be submitted by 
the end of September. 
“Partners looking to 
achieve compatibility for 
systems shipping with 
Windows 11, version 
21H2 Re l e a s e may 
factory-install drivers 
for components that 
achieved compatibility 
with Windows 10, version 
2004 until September 24, 
2021,” the company states 
in the document.
However, readers must 

take all these speculation 
with a grain of salt, as 
Microsoft’s plans to release 

Microsoft  to launch 
Win 11 in Oct

Windows 11 could always 
change due to technical 
reasons or something else. 
Similarly, Microsoft has 
never mentioned October 
2021, and the reference 
to the holiday could 
also be in connection 
wi th the Chr i s tmas 
holidays. However, based 
on previous leaks and 
older posts, it looks like 
Microsoft may just have 
made a big revelation.

Bengaluru, Aug 3:
For the first time 

in many weeks, the 
trend of improvement 
in COVID-19 indices 
on a week-on-week 
basis in Bengaluru has 
been reversed with 
an increase in cases 

recorded in the week 
ending July 31 from 
its previous weeks. Not 
only has the number of 
fresh cases registered 
increased, there has 
been an increase in 
the total number of 
COVID-19 deaths, 

Bengaluru sees sudden spurt in 
COVID-19 cases

case fatality rate and 
positivity rate too. 
Incidentally, this is the 
fourth week since strict 
restrictions have been 
lifted in the city starting 
July 4. The number of 
fresh COVID-19 cases 
registered in Bengaluru 
in the week between 
July 25-31 were 2,988 
compared to 2,571 cases 
the previous week.

Similarly, the number 
of COVID-19 deaths in 
Bengaluru were 48 in 
the week ending July 
31 while the death in 
the previous week was 
36. The positivity rate 
too has increased from 
0.62% to 0.72% in the 
week ending July 31. 
Positivity rate is the 
measure of positive 
cases in 100 tests. 

New Delhi, Aug 3:
In what could be 

termed as a shocking 
event for the education 
scenario in India, 
the University Grants 
Commission (UGC) 
today blacklisted a total 
number of 24 self-
styled institutes and 
deemed them as fake 
universities. This was 
revealed by the ministry 

UGC blacklists 24  deemed universities
of education in a press 
statement released 
yesterday. The UGC’s 
website www.ugc.nic.in 
has published a state-
wise list with details of 
these fake universities.
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NOTICE 
Notice is hereby given pursuant to Regulation 47 of the SEBI (Listing obligations and Disclosure 
Requirements) Regulations, 2015, that a meeting of Board of Directors of the Company will be held on 
Saturday, the 14th day of August, 2021 at 04.30 p.m., inter alia, to consider unaudited fi nancial results 
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Sd/-
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NOTICE 
Notice is hereby given pursuant to Regulation 47 of Securities and Exchange Board 
of India(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 that 
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Chennai, Aug 3:
 The final deadline for 

applying to Indian School 
of Business & Finance, 
an affiliate teaching 
centre of University of 
London and one of the 
five featured teaching 
centres of London School 
of Economics (LSE), 
offering undergraduate 
LSE programmes in India, 
has been announced for 
the 2021 intake as 5 
August 2021.
P r o g r a mm e s  a r e 

offered in Economics, 
Management, Finance 
and Accounting and are 
taught with academic 
direction from LSE. 
S tuden t s  r e c e i v e a 
University of London 
(UoL) degree upon 
successfully graduating 
from the institute. This 

ISBF announces admissions for 
London School of Economics

Honour Killing and Honourable You..!
Wit h le t ha l ,  b ludge oning , 

battering blows, that make sickening 
thud as wooden stick meets soft, 
beautiful head, proud father lands 
each blow on his beloved daughter. 
Limp eyes look up with horror, as 
very hands that protected all these 
years now cruelly turn oppressor. 
“Father!” she feebly cries, “It is me 
your daughter!” But his ears, blinded 
by a seething anger raging within, 
hear no sound except the taunt of 
friends, the rebuke of family, as he 
deals another and yet another on 
her now disfigured messy mass. 
She � nally lies a huddled lump, and 
sightless eyes stare vacantly, as one 
lone tear creeps down dead face, 
wondering how loved one could her 
murderer be.

It’s an honour killing, and you 
could easily be the honourable one!      

What I write so despairingly, 
graphically above are killings when 
a father or brothers more concerned 
over what people think of them, kill 
those who they love.

Honour killing, it’s called!
But even as you shake your head 

and say, “These killings need to 
stop!” do you realize many of us are 
killers too? Killing our children with 
weapons worse than stick or rod!

“How long since you’ve spoken to 
your daughter?” I ask.

“Bob, from the time, she ran 
away with that boy, she is not my 
daughter!”

And the honour horror tales go 
on.

Boys and girls being verbally 
bludgeoned by their parents, 
because either he was not good 
enough, or she not fair enough or 
submissive enough, or just that they 
had nothing to do with the choosing.

Children battered not with stick, 
knife or iron rod, but with sharp 
tongue, snide remarks, not just 
for choice of husband or wife, 
but performance, career, or life 
decisions; “What will my friends say, 
when they see your marks!”

“You want to be a musician? I 
forbid you to! What will my relatives 
think?”

“You want to wear those clothes? 
Never! What will our neighbours 
say?”   

Honour killings start with small 
kil ls,  then as the honourable 
murderer grows in confidence, 
ki l l ings get  larger and more 
gruesome, till like the poor girl we 
mentioned, she lies dead, battered 
by her father and maybe the mother 
and brothers too, I see alongside, 
thousands of boys and girls many 
grown up, who have been equally 
beaten with lashing statements, or 

abandoned all for some mistaken 
sense of honour.   

� is isn’t honour, this is cowardice! 
Instead of standing up for our bold 
or di� erent child, we cower behind 
the responses of friends or relatives. 
Let’s stop this senseless killing, so at 
the end of your parenting years you 
hear, “� ank you dad, thank you ma, 
for handling me wisely, even while 
I was making a mistake!” or would 
you much rather have relatives and 
friends, hand you a medal of honour, 
over a child whose spirit you killed?

Choose, whose honour you’d like 
to have..!

bobsbanter@gmail.com

Indian Bank, as part of its CSR activities, distributed grocery items to 320 specially-abled women belonging 
to Society For Right of all Women with Disabilities (SFRAWD) at Chennai recently. Padma, patron SFRAWD, 
inaugurated this CSR activity in the presence of Maya Nagarajan (General Manager, Corporate Office), G. 
Rajeshwara Reddy (Field General Manager, Chennai), and P. Anbu Kamaraj (Zonal Manager, Chennai 
South). Senior officials of the Bank and SFRAWD were present during the occasion.
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gives them the wonderful 
opportunity to obtain a 
world-class education and 
earn a globally renowned 
degree without having 
to incur the health and 
financial risks of studying 
abroad in this uncertain 
time.
ISBF offers Bachelor’s 

in Economics, Bachelor’s 
in Economics & Finance, 
Bachelor’s in Economics 
&  M a n a g e m e n t , 
Bachelor’s in Business & 
Management, Bachelor’s 
in Accounting & Finance.
S t uden t s  pu r su i ng 

Accounting & Finance at 
ISBF will also be eligible 
for exemptions in eight 
out of 13 examinations 
of the Association of 
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Chennai, Aug 3:
Real estate continues 

to be the preferred asset 
class for investment in the 
wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic, but majority 
of homebuyers want 
discounts along with 
flexible payment options 
as an incentive, according 
to the Housing.com and 

NAREDCO survey. 
The real estate portal 

conducted the survey 
between January to June 
this year of more than 
three thousand consumers. 
According to the survey 

findings, real estate is 
the preferred mode of 
investment for 43 per 
cent (35% last yr) of 

respondents, followed by 
stocks 20 per cent (15% 
last yr), fixed deposit 19 
per cent (22% last yr) and 
gold 18 per cent (28% 
last yr). 
D h r u v  A g a rw a l a , 

Group CEO, Housing.
com, Makaan.com and 
PropTiger.com said, “This 
demand increase generated 

Real estate continues to be preferred 
asset investment
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NOTICE 
Notice is hereby given, pursuant to regulation 47 read with regulation 29 of 

the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure 

Requirement) Regulations, 2015, that a meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Company will be held on Monday, 09th August, 2021 at 03.00 P.M. at the Registered 

offi ce to consider and approve the Standalone and Consolidated Unaudited 

Financial Results of the Company for the quarter ended 30th June, 2021. The 

Unaudited Financial Results shall be published immediately after the conclusion 

of the Board Meeting.

Further, Pursuant to the SEBI (Prohibition of Insider Trading) Regulations 2015, 

it may please be noted that the Trading Window of the Company will remain 

closed from 01st July, 2021 and shall be opened 48 (Forty – Eight) hours after the 

aforesaid fi nancial results are approved by Board of Directors on 09.08.2021 and 

fi led with the Stock Exchange.

For OPERATIONAL ENERGY GROUP INDIA LIMITED 

   SD/

Place: Chennai    S. Ramesh
Date:02.08.2021  Executive Chairman & Managing Director
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Accountants (ACCA).
ISBF has an intake of 

only 120 undergraduate 
students across its five 
programmes. It follows 
a rounds-based rolling 
a dm i s s i o n s  p o l i c y, 
which means that other 
things equal, applicants 
of earlier rounds have 
a higher likelihood of 
being accepted into the 
programme of the i r 
choice. It also means 
that applications will be 
closed as soon as all seats 
are filled.
Eligibility for applying 

: All candidates who have 
completed Class XII, 
or will be completing 
it in 2020, are eligible 
to apply for the LSE 
& irrespective of their 
stream, or combination 
of subjects, in school, 
provided that they had 
Ma thema t i c s  up t o 
Class X. Additionally, 
applicants to the BSc 
(Hons) Economics and 
BSc (Hons) Economics 
& Finance programmes 
must have Mathematics 
as a compulsory subject 
in Class XII.

post COVID, aided by 
rock bottom housing 
prices and historically 
low interest rates on 
home loans, has helped 
residential real estate 
developers to successfully 
navigate through the tough 
economic situation caused 
by this pandemic.”
C o m m e n t i n g  o n 

the survey findings, 
NAREDCO President 
& Found e r  & MD 
Hiranandani Group, Dr. 
Niranjan Hiranandani said:   
“Value of owning a home 
has been reinforced by 
the Covid 19 pandemic 
crisis with the renewed 
preferences. Integrated 
township living will 
garner traction as it offers 
holistic lifestyle all at one 
stop destination and also 
offers work near home 
opportunities. Slash in 
GST and Tax benefits 
will go long way in 
strengthening sustainable 
demand and built on 
signals positive consumer 
confidence index for H2 
FY 21-22”. 

Chennai, Aug 3:
To s a f e gu a r d t h e 

interest of its customers, 
Country’s largest lender 
State Bank of India (SBI) 
has launched a new 
and enhanced security 
feature – ‘SIM Binding’ 
in YONO and YONO 
Lite. The new version 
of these platforms will 
protect customers from 
various digital frauds. 
With the SIM Binding 
feature YONO and YONO 
Lite will work only on 
those devices which have 
SIM of mobile numbers 

registered with the Bank.
To access to the new 

version of YONO and 
YONO Lite with enhanced 
security features, users 
will have to update their 
mobile app and complete 
the one-time registration 
process on these Apps. 
The registration process 
verifies the SIM of the 
registered mobile number 
(RMN) with the bank 
in order to complete the 
registration. Customers 
will have to ensure that 
they register themselves 
with the device which has 

the SIM of the registered 
contact number.
Rana Ashutosh Kumar 

Singh, DMD (Strategy) 
& Chief Digital Officer, 
SBI said, “We are glad to 
launch the SIM Binding 
feature in two of most 
popular platforms of SBI 
i.e. YONO and YONO 
Lite. With this new 
feature, our aim is to 
provide enhanced security 
to all our customers and 
help them with convenient 
and safe online banking 
experience.”

SBI launches ‘SIM Binding’ 
feature in YONO

Madurai, Aug 3:
 Amazon . in today 

a n n o u n c e d  “ G r e a t 
F r e e d om F e s t i v a l ” 
offering big savings on 
a range of products from 
August 5 to August 
9 , 2021 . Cus tomers 
can shop from millions 
of produc ts of fe red 
by sel lers including 
ar t isans & weavers , 
women entrepreneurs, 
start-ups, brands, and 
loca l neighbourhood 
stores across hundreds 
of categories including 
M o b i l e  P h o n e s , 
Lap top s ,E l e c t r on i c s , 
Am a z o n  B u s i n e s s , 
F a s h i o n  & Be a u t y 

Essent ia ls , Home & 
Ki t chen ,  Groce r i e s , 
Large Appliances, Work 
& Study from Home 
Essentials, and more.
Customers shopping 

during the Great Freedom 
Festival can save more 
by getting extra 10 % 
instant discount with SBI 
Credit cards and Credit 
EMI.
This Great Freedom 

Festival, customers can 
look forward to big 
savings on some of 
the biggest grocery and 
daily needs brands like 
Surf Excel, Cadbury, 
Himalaya, Colgate;mobile 
phone brands such as 

Amazon “Great Freedom Festival” 
from Aug 5 to 9

Samsung ,  On eP l u s , 
Redmi, Tecno, IQOO; 
home appliance brands 
such as IFB, Samsung, 
LG, Whirlpool, Godrej; 
Home Furniture brands 
such as Homecentre, 
Pepperfry, Stone &Beam, 
Wudville, Polestar; Home, 
Kitchen and Sports brands 
such as Aquaguard , 
Bajaj, Pigeon, Cultsports, 
leading Fashion brands 
like Levis, Adidas, Titan, 
Samsonite, USPA and 
Beauty brands like Lakme, 
L’Oreal Professional and 
more.Customers can get 
great deals on Amazon 
Echo, Fire TV, Kindle 
devices as well. The 
Great Freedom Festival 
is also bringing together 
products from Indian small 
& medium businesses 

across categories with 
brands like Pepme, Zouk, 
-Shivkripa blue art pottery, 
handloomsarees, from 
Tantuja - West Bengal 
Govt emporiumand more.
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Chennai, Aug 3:
Governor Banwarilal Purohit said, 

with a political span covering nearly 
seven decades, Karunanidhi was 
familiar with all the Presidents and 
Prime Ministers of India as well as 
the Chief Ministers of several States 
and heads of various political parties. 
“He stands as a role model for the 

Members of the Legislature at all 
times,” he added. 
He noted that the visionary zeal 

and foresight of stalwarts were 
instrumental in the enactment of 
important and historic legislation, 
which paved the way for the creation 
of a progressive State.
Lauding the leadership qualities 

of former Chief Minister M. 
Karunanidhi, Mr. Purohit said he 
won the hearts of lakhs of people in 
Tamil Nadu, especially the poor and 
the downtrodden.
The former Chief Minister’s 

schemes, including the introduction 
of cycle rickshaws in place of 
hand-pulled rickshaws, a law for 
equal property rights for women, 
Samathuvapurams to eradicate caste 

discrimination, gas connections for the 
poor and rice at a subsidised price, 
spoke volumes about his service 
towards the upliftment of the poor, 
he said.
Governor Banwarilal Purohit called 

upon the members of the 16th 
Legislative Assembly to work together 
with a common goal of serving 
the people and for the progress of 
the State, even if they belonged to 
different political parties with varying 
ideologies.
“It is through the elected 

representatives that the sovereign will 
of the people finds expression in our 
legislative bodies. The trust and faith 
which the people have reposed in you 
need to be justified with sincerity and 
commitment,” Purohit said.
The Governor recalled that the first 

woman Legislator of modern India, 
Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy, joined the 
Madras Legislative Council in 1927. 
This was made possible because 
the first Legislative Council voted 
in favour of the women’s suffrage 
resolution in 1921.

Governor recalls role 
played by Karunanidhi

Chennai, Aug 3:
Chief Minister M.K. 

Stalin recalled all the 
significant legislation 
passed in the State 
legislature, which received 
appreciation from across 
the globe.
An emotional Stalin 

said “As Chief Minister, 
I am happy, and as his 
[Karunanidhi’s] son, I am 
moved that the President 
of India, who is also the 
first citizen of the country, 
has unveiled his portrait.” 
He expressed his wish 

that the legislature should 
witness several centenary 
celebrations and enact 
legislation that uplift the 
poor and the downtrodden.

Assembly Speaker M. 
Appavu said the State 
legislature, set up in 
1921 in the then Madras 
Pres idency, was the 
mother of all southern 
States.
He recalled that both 

Houses of Parliament 
were adjourned after 
an obituary tribute to 
Karunanidhi, who was not 
even a member of either 
of the Houses. Deputy 
Speaker K. Pitchandi 
proposed a vote of thanks.
Leade r s o f ma jo r 

polit ical parties and 
organisations, including 
Drav ida r Kazhagam 
president K. Veeramani, 
MDMK founder Vaiko, 

Tamil Nadu Congress 

Committee president K.S. 

Alagiri, CPI(M) leader K. 

Balakrishnan, CPI leader R. 

Mutharasan, Manithaneya 

Makkal Katchi leader 

M.H. Jawahirullah and 

VCK founder Thol . 

Thirumavalavan were 

among those present on 

the occasion.

AIADMK leaders chose 

not to attend the function. 

However, PMK president 

G.K. Mani, Tamil Maanila 

Congress leader G.K. 

Vasan and BJP leader K. 

Annamalai — all allies 

of the AIADMK — took 

part.

Assembly’s signifi cant legislation
received appreciation from 

across the globe: Stalin

Chennai, Aug 3:
IndianOil organized a 

unconventional, rustically 
innovative natak based 
communication campaign 
aga i n s t  a l coho l i sm , 
reaching out to the target 
audience of Tank Truck 
Drivers, Cleaners and 
Contractual Laborers 
attached to IndianOil’s 
POL Terminals and the 
Lube Complex in Chennai 
area. 
A 30-minute-long street 

event was staged by a 
group of traditional natak 
performers from Alternate 
Media Centre, Chennai to 
enhance the awareness on 
the ill effects of alcohol 
addiction and its social 
and financial implications 
on the families of the 
victims.
I n a u g u r a t i n g  t h e 

awareness event at IOC 
Tondiarpet Lube Complex, 
S  N V i j a y a k uma r , 
General Manager (Lube 
Complex) – Chennai 
said that National Crime 
Records Bureau indicated 
that around 3,000 people 
lost their l ives and 
thousands were injured 

IndianOil organises street play awareness 
campaign against alcohol addiction

in road accidents linked 
to drunken driving.  He 
urged all the contractual 
workmen not to fall 
a prey to alcohol and 
advised them to lead a 
healthy family life.”
P e r f o r m e r s  f r o m 

Alternate Media Centre, 
Chennai performed the 
skit, highlighting the 
importance of Safe Driving 
habits, Road Safety rules 

etc. besides the social evil 
of alcoholism and how it 
ruins their families. The 
program was customized 
to the specific needs of 
our operating locations 
and was performed to 
the beats of Parai Isai, 
Silambam and in dance 
formats of Oyilattam, 
Karagam and Therukoothu. 
Ms. Kavitha Ravikumar, 
Chief Manager (L&D), 

IndianOil administered 

the pledge to make the 

contractual workmen 

commi t fo r hea l thy 

lifestyle without alcohol. 

The event was jointly 

organized by Corporate 

Communications and 

Learning & Development 

group of IndianOil as 

part of the communication 

campaign “Shubharthi”.

Revolutionary solution for plastering, brick work
Chennai, Aug 3:

The Ramco Cements Limited, 
the pioneers in cement industry, 
launched Ramco Super Plaster, a 
revolutionary plastering solution for 
plastering and brick work.
For plastering work, consumers 

and specifiers have to depend on 
ordinary cement which is meant for 
general applications. For plastering, 
the key requirements are – Coverage, 
Crack Resistance and Finish. Ramco 
Super Plaster is a non-refractory 
plaster and brick mortar concentrate 
which has several advantages 
viz. Greater Workability, Lesser 
Rebound Loss, Higher Productivity, 
Higher Coverage of 10% and more, 
Superior Finish, CrackFree Masonry, 
M-Sand Compatibility and Higher 
Durability.
“Ramco Super Plaster is a value 

added mortar product, engineered 
purely for plastering and brickwork. 
The product provides increased 
coverage and better crack resistance 
to the walls. It also gives excellent 
workability with M-sand” said CEO 
A.V. Dharmakrishnan.
With a series of Cement and 

cement-related product launches, 
RAMCO CEMENTS becomes a 
complete solutions provider. “Ramco 
Super Plaster is launched with the 
objective of segmenting the market 
and focusing on RIGHT PRODUCT 
FOR RIGHT APPLICATION” said 

Mr.Balaji K. Moorthy, Executive 
Director (Marketing). 
As a word of caution he added 

“Ramco Super Plaster is not to be 
used for load bearing applications 
and is to be used for plastering 
and brick work only.” 
The product has been launched 

in a convenient 25 Kg bag 
which ensures easy handling and 
lesser wastage. The Chairman 
and Managing Director, Mr. P.R. 
Venketrama Raja, remarked “I 
would say that the correct solution 
for plastering and brick mortar 
today, is this revolutionary product 
which is very easy to use and 
comes in a new 25 kg packaging 
so that this can be applied even for 
small applications. One can easily 
transport it and use it for small 
works too.”
Ramco Cements were the 

pioneers in introducing the blended 
Portland Pozzolana Cement with 
the launch of Ramco Supergrade 
way back in 1998. Subsequently 
Ramco Supersteel, a Portland 
Slag cement was launched in 
2000. Then in 2014, the company 
came up with Ramco Superfast, a 
customised cement, exclusively for 
block manufacturing. In 2019, a 
premium brand of blended cement, 
Ramco Supercrete was launched for 
crack-free concreting applications. 
Apart from the various cements 

for specific applications, Ramco 
Cements had also introduced a 
range of Dry Mix products like 
Ramco Tile Fix, Ramco Block 
Fix, Ramco Superfine Wall Putty, 
Ramco Self Curing Plaster, Ramco 
Tile Grout, etc. 
Now, with the launch of this 

new product, Ramco Super Plaster 
(a NonRefractory  laster and 
Brick Mortar Concentrate), Ramco 
Cements has once again emerged 
as a solution provider, market 
leader and innovator in the industry 
by continuing its commitment of 
providing Right Products for Right 
Application.
RAMCO has the most modern 

RAMCO Research and Development 
Centre in Chennai - an independent 
state of the art research centre - 
which not only continuously and 
independently monitors the quality 
of cement/concrete produced by 
its own plants but also carries out 
tests for customers. The research 
centre is continuously engaged in 
research and in development of 
specialised cements for specific 
applications for specific market 
segments. The research centre 
is also fully equipped to carry 
out most advanced studies on 
the durability of concrete and to 
develop new products to strengthen 
the brand as the complete cement 
solution provider.

Ramco Cements launches 
Ramco Super Plaster

President Ram Nath Kovind participated as Chief Guest in the Centenary Celebrations of the Tamil Nadu Legislature and unveiled the 
portrait of the former Chief Minister Karunanidhi in the Assembly Hall. Governor Banwarilal Purohit, Chief Minister Stalin, Speaker 
Appavu, Chief Justice Sanjeep Banerjee, Ministers, MLAs, political leaders were present at the event.

Unveils Karunanidhi’s portrait, lauds his 
leadership qualities

Chennai, Aug 3:
President Ram Nath 

Kovind hailed the rich 
contributions made by the 
Tamil Nadu Legislature 
over the past century 
while speaking at the 
The Madras legislature 

had sown seeds of a fully 
representative democracy 
form of governance 
which were realised after 
Independence, President 
sa id address ing the 
centenary celebrations of 
the State legislature at 
Fort St George, Chennai. 
He unveiled a portrait 
of f ive- t ime former 
Chief Minister and DMK 
patriarch M. Karunanidhi 
in the Assembly on the 
occasion.
“ T h e  c o n c e p t  o f 

the welfare State has 
taken deep roots in this 
legislature irrespective of 
who rules here,” 
“This legislature became 

the fountainhead of many 
progressive legislations, 
which were subsequently 
replicated across the 
country to empower 
the weaker sections of 
society and strengthen 
democracy,” the President 
said.
The Madras legislature 

can rightly be credited 
with nurturing the roots of 
democracy by focussing 
on governance to uplift 
the poor and purge 
social evils. “Politics and 
governance in the region 
evolved around positive 
and rational content 
that targeted the welfare 
of those living on the 
margins,” he noted.
The abolition of the 

Devdasi system, widow 
remarriage, mid-day meals 
in schools and distribution 

President hails TN legislature
for progressive legislation to 

empower weaker sections

of agricultural land to the 
landless were some of the 
revolutionary ideas that 
transformed the society.
Lauding the leadership 

qualities of Karunanidhi, 
who started his political 
career as a teenager, when 
India was still fighting 
for freedom, the President 
said, the former Chief 
Minister must have been 
satisfied while breathing 
his last that this land 
and its people had made 
astounding progress and 
development on all fronts. 
“He must have been 
satisfied too, as he spent 
every waking hour of 
his long and productive 
life in the service of the 
people of the state and 
also of the nation.”
Pointing out that very 

few political leaders 
we re so pas s i ona t e 
about language, Mr. 
Kovind said: “For him 
[Karunanidhi], his mother-
tongue was the object of 
worship. Tamil, of course, 
is one of the greatest and 

the oldest languages of 
humankind. The whole 
world takes pride in its 
rich heritage. But it was 
Karunanidhi who ensured 
that it was granted official 
recognition as a classical 
language. Kalaignar was 
a leader in a class of his 
own. He was among the 
last links we had with the 
stalwarts of our national 
movement.”
Recalling that the titan 

among the freedom fighters 
C. Rajagopalachari, who 
was the first Indian 
occupant of the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan, had graced this 
State Legislature too, 
President Kovind said: 
“His successors too 
were exemplary political 
leaders. Among all Rajaji’s 
successors, however, it is 
Shri Karunanidhi-ji who 
ruled the longest, and 
thus has left a defining 
stamp on Tamil Nadu.”
“It is indeed gratifying 

t o  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e 
legislature has a tradition 
of honouring the greatest 

stars of land,” he said 
and pointed out to the 
portraits of Thiruvalluvar, 
Mahatma Gandhi, C. 
Rajagopalachari, C.N. 
Annadurai, K. Kamaraj, 
E . V.  R a m a s a m i , 
B.R . Ambedka r,  U. 
Muthuramalingam Thevar, 
Muhammad Ismail Sahib, 
M.G. Ramachandran, 
J a y a l a l i t h a a ,  S . S . 
Ramaswami Padayachi, 
V.O.  C h i d amb a r am 
Pillai, P. Subbarayan and 
Omanthur P. Ramaswamy 
Reddiar in the House.
Earlier commencing his 

speech with a Vanakkam, 
the President attempted a 
few sentences in Tamil to 
a loud applause from the 
gathering and eventually 
switched to English.
Governor Banwarilal 

Purohit, Chief Minister 
M.K. Stalin, Assembly 
Speaker M. Appavu 
and Deputy Speaker K. 
Pitchandi spoke on the 
occasion. Among those in 
the gathering were Chief 
Justice of Madras High 

Court Sanjib Banerjee, 
Ministers, Members of 
Parliament, Members of 
Legislative Assembly 
and leaders of major 
political parties barring 
the AIADMK.
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Kerala, Aug 3:
Kerala has opened its gates 

for vaccinated tourist this Onam.  
Tourism Minister P A Mohamed 
Riyas said a meeting chaired by 
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has 
decided to allow entry of tourists 
who have been fully vaccinated in 
destinations where the vaccination 

drive has been completed.
This means that major tourist 

destinations across the state will be 
opened for the vaccinated domestic 
tourists during Onam, said the 
minister.
Vythiri in Wayanad is the first 

totally vaccinated destination in the 
state and the tourism department 

is on a mission to vaccinate all 

people in other popular destinations 

at the earliest in association with 

the health department for opening 

them to domestic tourists. However 

the tourists visiting Kerala will 

be strictly monitored for COVID 

norms. 

Kerala opens for vaccinated 
tourists this Onam

Chennai, Aug 3:
The third schedule of the 

Thalapathy Vijay starrer ‘Beast’ 
has resumed in Chennai ECR. 
Pooja Hegde has confirmed the 
update by sharing a picture 
from the set on her Instagram 
story. The third schedule of 
‘Beast’ is also expected to be a 
short one. 
Vijay is reportedly essaying 

the role of a con agent, and 
the film is reported to be 
filled with action, romance, 
and comedy that a perfect 
entertainer needs. Previously, 
they wrapped two schedules, 
one in Russia and another in 
Chennai. 
Directed by Nelson 

Dhilipkumar, the film is 
bankrolled by Sun Pictures 

and the music is composed by 
Anirudh Ravichandran. 
Pooja Hegde is the leading 

lady of the film which also 
marks her debut in Tollywood. 
Yogi Babu, Shine Tom Chacko, 
VTV Ganesh, and Aparna Das 
will be seen in key roles. The 
film is expected to release in 
theatres next year, for Pongal, 
January 14, 2022.

‘Beast’ third 
schedule

resumes in ECR
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Lakshadweep, Aug 3:
Lakshadweep, India’s 

most famous tourist 
destination is all set 
to have three premium 
Maldives style water 
villas, which is said to 
be the first of its kind 
in the country. The three 
premium projects will 
come up in Minicoy, 
Kadmat and Suhe l i 
islands at a cost of Rs 
800 crore.
Eco-friendly materials 

and pre-cast concrete 
technology are mandated 
for these projects to 
decrease the ecological 
footprint.
T h r e e  p r e m i u m 

water villa projects are 
identified in Minicoy 
(150 keys, project cost 
of Rs 319 crore), Suheli 

Lakshadweep to get Maldives 
style water villas

(110 keys, Rs 247 crore) 
and Kadmat (110 keys, 
Rs 240 crore) islands, 
based on comprehensive 
l o c a t i o n su i t a b i l i t y 
analysis, technical and 
financial feasibility and 

project structuring.
The scientific approach 

adopted in each stage of 
the projects finalisation 
ensures that it strikes 
a ba l a n c e be tween 
protection of the fragile 

corals’ ecosystem and 

the need to improve 

livelihood opportunities 

of the islanders, the 

administration claimed in 

a statement.

Chennai, Aug 3:  
The makers of actor 

Ajith’s much awaited 
‘Valimai’ recently re-
leased the first single of 
Valimai, ‘Naanga Vera 
Maari’ on social media.   
Sony Music South 

released ‘Naanga Vera 
Maari’s lyrical video 
from Thala Ajith-starrer 
Valimai. They tweeted, 
BLAST YOUR SPEAK-
ERS! #ValimaiFirstSingle 
OUT NOW ! #NaangaV-
eraMaari - http://bit.ly/
NaangaVeraMaariOfficial-
Lyric #Valimai #30Year-
sOfAjithKumar.”  
‘Naanga Vera Maari’ 

songs is a party number 
and it will definitely 
make you crazy. Sung 
by Yuvan Shankar Raja 
and Anurag Kulkarni, 
the overall tune of the 

Valimai first single out

song is just made for 
Thala Ajith fans as they 
were very much ex-
cited for Valimai’s first 
single. Vignesh Shivan 
has penned the lyrics of 
‘Naanga Vera Maari’.  

Directed by H Vinoth, 
Valimai stars Ajith 
in the lead role with 
Kartikeya Gummakonda 
playing the antagonist. 
The film also stars 
Huma Qureshi, Kar-

tikeya Gummakoda, 
Yogi Babu and veteran 
actress Sumitra in piv-
otal roles. The mo-
tion poster of the film 
became one of the most 
liked on YouTube.  

Chennai, Aug 3:
L a d y  S u p e r s t a r 

Nayan tha r a’ s mov i e 
never misses creating an 
instant rage of excitement 
across her widespread 
league of fans. The 
recently unveiled trailer 
of Netrikann scaled more 
than 3 Million views 
across all platforms and 
is trending No.1 on 
YouTube. Disney Plus 
Hotstar feels exhilarated 
over the phenomenal 
reach of the Netrikann 

trailer.  
Wh i l e  Nayan t h a r a 

plays a visually impaired 
woman, Ajmal essays the 
antagonist role, and the 
entire premise involves 
an edge-of-seat thriller.
Premiering on Disney 

P l u s  Ho t s t a r  f r om 
A u g u s t  1 3 ,  2 0 2 1 , 
Netrikann is produced 
by Vignesh Shivan for 
Rowdy Pictures and, 
is directed by Milind 
Rau . The t echn i ca l 
crew includes  Girishh 

Netrikann trailer 
crosses 3 million 

views

(Music), RD Rajashekar 
(Cinematography) , S 
Kamalana than (Ar t) , 
D h i l i p  S u b b a r a y a n 
( S t u n t s) ,  L aw r e n c e 
Kishore (Editor), Vijay 
R a t h i n a m  ( S o u n d 
Designer), Chaitanya Rao 
& Dinesh Manoharan 
(Cos t umes) ,  Naveen 
S u n d a r a m o o r t h y 
( D i a l o g u e s ) ,  A M 

Rahamathulla (Sound 
M i x i n g ) ,  K a b i l a n 
(Publici ty Designer) , 
K.S. Mayilvaganan (Co-
producer), Gubendiran 
VK (Executive Producer), 
G. Murugapoopathy & M 
Manikandan (Production 
Executive).

PUBLIC NOTICE_ b Z S H S T I M R S P b n d L [ a M M S P S T S I b H S J P I J U T S X Q f K H Q N L T T L } I M R i J H S O Q X Q O K I { X S K Q J x j ¥ s J H S O Q J y L N| Q T I S M X Q _ M f V J K O I Q J ` K f [ bp Q J U I K Q L N f I T I R Q M K J Q S O X H b _ S P M L K S W T Q K L K O S X Q K H Q J S P Q [ a M Y U Q O J L M I M X V J K L f Y L N K H Q f L X V P Q M K bJ H S T T H S M f L v Q O K H Q J S P Q K L P Q I P P Q f I S K Q T Y [ a [ Z a u a ` _ g m a Z b\ T L K g L [ u _ m j s j j b z K H J K O Q Q K bZ L R S U U S I O ~ O I n X H Q P Q b o H Q M M S I i zZ L W I T Q g L [ l z l s z k t k s s
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Mettupalayam, Aug 3:
Breastfeeding is 

considered to be the best 
food for babies in the 
first year of life, said 
Dr Sasithra Damodaran, 
gynaecologist at Savidha 
Medical Centre and 
Hospital at Karamadai. 
Speaking on the 

importance of World 
Breastfeeding week, she 
said that this is being 
observed every year 
from 1 to 7 August in 
more than 120 countries.
According to the 

26 August data of 
WBW website, 540 
events have been held 
worldwide by more 
than 79 countries with 
488 organizations and 
406,620 participants for 
the World Breastfeeding 
Week in 2010. 
Further, she added 

that it helps babies 

grow healthy and strong 
and protects them from 
infections and illness.
For example: Breast 

milk has hormones and 
the right amount of 
protein, sugar, fat and 
most vitamins to help  

babies grow and develop. 
Breast milk has 

antibodies that help 
protect your baby 
from many illnesses. 
Antibodies are cells in 
the body that fight off 
infection. 

Breastfed babies have 
fewer health problems 
than babies who aren’t 
breastfed. 
For example, breastfed 

babies don’t have as 
many ear, lung or urinary 
tract infections.
Referring to a recent 

statistics, she said that in 
India, four out of five 
are never in the habit of 
breastfeeding which is 
really shocking to infer 
wherein 51% mothers 
usually feed their babies 
within 60 minutes of 
birth while 61% mothers 
alone are breastfeeding 
their babies for six 
months and subsequently 
switch over to feeding 
bottle.
In TN, 18.8% mothers 

alone are breastfeeding 
their babies for two 
years.

Stress on breastfeeding for healthy babies

Erode, Aug 3:
District SP Dr V 

Sasimohan distributed 
welfare assistance to 
tribals at Kathirimalai 
tribal village under 
Bargur police limits near 
Anthiyur. 
The three-in-one event 

organised as part of 
police-public relationship 
created awareness 
about COVID spread, 
free medical check up 
camp and welfare aid 
distribution.
In his address, the 

District SP spoke about 
the importance of Aadhar 
card, self protection, 
girl children education, 
ills of child marriages, 
priority to tribals in 
government jobs, several 
government schemes 
and assistance besides 
detailed information 
about the need for 
getting vaccinated against 
COVID at the event. 
He also appealed to 

them to desist from 
indulging in unlawful 
activities.
About 90 tribal 

families were given 
five kg rice, grocery 
items, soap, powder, 

white dhoti, blanket, 
pillow, silver plates, mat, 
tiffin boxes to children, 
stationery items, solar 
lamps to school during 
the function followed by 
medical check up camp 
for tribals wherein the 

tribal population were 
screened for various 
ailments and medicines 
given to them.
Bhavani sub division 

DSP Karthikeyan, 
Anthiyur Police 
Inspector Senthil, 

Sennampatti forest ranger 
Sengottaiyan, Erode East 
Lion’s club executives, 
medical officers, nurses, 
Maoist IS personnel, Law 
& Order police personnel 
and forest officials were 
present on the occasion.

SP reaches out to tribals 
at Kathirimalai in Erode  

Ooty, Aug 3:
 A plea has been made to 

accord Geographical Indication 
(GI) tag to world famous 
Ooty home-made chocolates. 
Pattabiraman involved in making 
home-made chocolates,who was 
honoured with honorary doctorate 
by US University in Chennai has 
made this appeal to Tamil Nadu 
government to protect this cottage 
industry wherein over 1000 people 
are involved in it.
Geographical Indication (GI) 

tag is a sign used on products 
that have a specific geographical 
origin and possess qualities or a 
reputation that are due to that 
origin. In order to function as a 
GI, a sign must identify a product 
as originating in a given place. 
Home-made chocolates earned a 
name and fame across the globe 
for its quality and taste.
Tourists from within the country 

and upcountry never return back 
without purchasing Ooty home-
made chocolates. And the main 
reason for the quality and taste 
of Ooty home-made chocolates 
is mainly due to its climatic 
condition. 
Though this was started by a 

few as a hobby, now it turned 

out to be a cottage industry with 
many people involved in this.
Pattabhiraman, who is in the 

making of home-made chocolates 
for well over two and a half 
decade, said that the US University 

personnel who tasted the home-
made chocolates at a supermarket 
in Dubai came forward to honour 
him with honorary doctorate as 
a token of recognition to Ooty 
home-made chocolates.

Plea for GI tag for Ooty

home-made chocolates

State Information and Publicity Minister M P Saminathan inaugurated Bharatha Matha statue and 
library constructed at a cost of Rs 1.50 crore at Papparapatti under Pennagaram taluk in the presence 
of District Collector  S Divyadarshini, Additional Collector/ DRDA project officer Dr Vaithinathan, DRO 
Anitha,Assistant Collector Chitra Vijayan, Pennagaram MLA G K Mani and Dharmapuri MLA S P 
Venkateshwaran.

Coimbatore, Aug 3:
The 8th edition of the 

Dr.Mohan’s International Diabetes 
Update organized by Dr.Mohan’s 
Diabetes Education Academy, 
a unit of Dr.Mohan’s Group of 
Diabetes Institutions in Chennai in 
a virtual mode.
Those who were part of the 

event were Dr.Ashok Kumar 
Das, Consultant, Department 
of Medicine & Endocrinology, 
Puducherry Institute of Medical 
Sciences, Puducherry, Dr.Shashank 
Joshi, Chairperson, International 
Diabetes Federation (IDF) South 
East Asia, Dr.S.R.Aravind, 
President, Diabetes India and 
Dr.Banshi Saboo, President of 
Research Society for the Study of 
Diabetes in India (RSSDI).
At this year’s update, they 

launched the ‘Telehealth Diabetes 
Online course’. Dr.Sunil Shroff, 
President, Tamil Nadu Chapter 
of Telemedicine Society of India 
(TSI), Colonel (Dr) Ashvini Goel, 
President, TSI and Dr.Jothydev 
Kesavadev, Chairman & Managing 
Director, Jothydev’s Diabetes 
Research Center, Trivandrum took 
participate in the launch function 

of the Telehealth Diabetes Online 
Course.
Dr.V.Mohan, Scientific 

Committee Member of the Diabetes 
Update and Chairman, Dr.Mohan’s 
Group of Diabetes Institutions, 
said, “The eighth edition of the 
Dr.Mohan’s International Diabetes 
Update which was organized on 
virtual mode for three days was 
an unique academic event that 
provided a world-class platform 
for diabetologists, scientists, health 

care professionals to present, 
discuss and exchange insights 
on the rapidly evolving newer 
advancements in the field of 
diabetes.”
Dr.Ranjit Unnikrishnan, Member 

Scientific Committee and Vice 
Chairman, Dr.Mohan’s Group of 
Diabetes Institutions, adds “This 
Diabetes Update will strive to 
improve knowledge on diabetes 
and associated complications 
through a blend of clinical and 
research work. The various 
topics covered during the three-
day deliberations will include 
Precision Medicine in Diabetes, 
Newer Therapies and Advanced 
Technologies in Diabetes, latest 
in insulin pumps and Continuous 
Blood Glucose Monitoring, 
Prevention and Management of 
Diabetic complications’’.
Dr.R.M.Anjana, Member 

Scientific Committee and 
Managing Director, Dr.Mohan’s 
Group of Diabetes Institutions and 
Dr. Guha Pradeepa, Organizing 
Secretary and Head, Research 
Operations, Madras Diabetes 
Research Foundation were also 
part of the event.

Dr. Mohan’s diabetes launches 

‘Telehealth Diabetes Online course

Coimbatore Corporation Commissioner Raja Gopal Sunkara inspected the quality of the newly laid road 
at fourth cross near bus stop at Cheran Ma Nagar under East zone under ward 32. Corporation engineer 
Lakshmanan is also seen.

State Food and Civil Supplies Minister R Sakkarapani inspected the Amudham supermarket at RS Puram 
run by Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation (TNCSC) and checked the quality of the products being sold 
there. TNCSC Regional Manager Prasanna Ramasamy, Joint Registrar of Cooperative Societies Parthiban 
were present.
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Coimbatore, Aug 3:
C o i m b a t o r e 

Orthopaedic Society is 
organising “Bone and 
Joint Day” tomorrow to 
create awareness among 
the school students and 
public about first aid.  
Dr C Rex, Executive 
Committee, TNOA, 
Dr.G.Balasubramaniam, 
President Coimbatore 
Orthopaedic Society and 
Dr.P.Dhanasekara Raja, 
Secretary of Coimbatore 
Orthopaedic Society in 
a joint press statement 
here  said, “For 2021, 
the current president Dr 
Dr. B. ShivaShankar, has 
declared “Save Self Save 
One” as the theme.
National Bone and Joint 

Day has been celebrated 
on 4thof August every 
year since 2012 and this 
year they will highlight 
various social activities 

‘Bone and Joint Day’ to focus on 
awareness to students
which have been planned 
for this year.  Every 
year week long activities 
starting from 1st of 
August to 7th of August 
have been organized 
throughout the country.
The National Bone and 
Joint Day is an initiation 
started in 2012 by the 
then president of Indian 
Orthopaedic Association, 
Prof S Rajasekaran.
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Dane Axelsen ‘Vic(k)tor’ 

against Chinese Chen
Tokyo, Aug 3:
Viktor Axelsen of 

Denmark took the gold 
medal in the men’s sin-
gles badminton here at 
the Tokyo 2020 Olym-
pic Games (in 2021), 
denying a repeat title to 
the People’s Republic 
of China’s Chen Long 
in certain fashion (2-0) 
on 2 August at the 
Musashino Forest Sport 
Plaza BDM Court 1.
Axelsen, who won 

bronze at the 2016 Rio 
Games, was aggres-
sive from the start and 
he took the first game 
21-15 and overwhelmed 
Chen in the second 
(21-12).
“This is the big-

gest achievement of 
my career so to have 
this around my neck 
is the most awesome 
feeling ever,” Axelsen 
said after the big win. 
“I think you can say 
that I’ve been at my 
absolute best. When 
you win an Olympic 
final in straight games 
like this against Chen 
Long, you’ve been at 

least really, really close 
to your best, I’m so 
happy.”
Both players are tall 

and powerful and they 
routinely mixed preci-
sion smashes along the 
edges of the court with 
delicate touch shots 
near the net. Some of 
the entertaining rallies 
approached a minute in 
length.
Chen had been trying 

to become the second 
man from China PR in 
a row to win back-to-
back Olympic golds in 
the sport. Lin Dan won 
titles at the 2008 Bei-
jing and London 2012 

Games.
Chen’s loss will be 

keenly felt back home, 
which has had two un-
even Olympic editions 
after a long reign of 
dominance in the sport. 
The Chinese swept all 
five gold medals at 
London 2012 in bad-
minton, which officially 
entered the Olympic 
Programme in 1992 in 
Barcelona.
“In truth, I could 

do better today. But I 
tried my best,” Chen 
said. “Next time I have 
to do better than that. 
I think this competi-
tion was the hardest in 

my career and I wish 
I could perform bet-
ter. There were many 
matches at the Olym-
pics, but I didn’t give 
up on any of them. 
That’s the most impor-
tant thing for me.”
Earlier in the day, 

Indonesia’s Anthony 
Sinisuka Ginting won 
the bronze medal, end-
ing the surprise run 
of Kevin Cordon of 
Guatemala.
“I’m very happy. I’m 

glad I could win the 
bronze medal at my 
first Olympics,” Gint-
ing said. “I want to 
appreciate everyone for 
supporting me. I was 
coming for the medal, 
regardless of how well 
the opponent might play. 
I wanted to show my 
best performance for the 
medal, and I’m happy I 
could do just that.
“I’m feeling the 

bronze medal,” he add-
ed. “The medal is for 
Indonesia. It means so 
much to me, my family, 
Indonesian badminton, 
and its supporters.

Canada to meet Sweden in 
women’s football final

Tokyo, Aug 3:
Canada beat the US 1-0 to 

secure their place in the women’s 
Olympic football gold medal 
match on August 5. Canada will 
meet Sweden, who beat Australia 
by an identical 1-0 margin, in 
the other semi-finals clash.
The Canadian team, bronze 

medallists at the last two Olym-
pic Games, converted a 73rd-
minute penalty to beat pre-tour-
nament favourites the USA 1-0.
Jessie Fleming’s goal proved 

the difference, in a closely 
fought match that saw goalkeeper 
Alyssa Naeher, who saved three 
penalties in the quarter-final 
against the Netherlands, substi-
tuted after half an hour following 
a collision on the edge of the 
penalty box.
The penalty that won the 

match for Canada, was awarded 
after Tierna Davidson fouled 

Deanne Rose. It left Fleming 
with the task of scoring a spot-
kick to send Canada into the 
final, which she duly dispatched 
even though substitute goalkeeper 
Adrianna Franch guessed the 
right way.
The USA led in all the 

important stats, with 13 shots 
compared to Canada’s three and 
60 per cent possession. But 
none of that mattered when the 
final whistle blew as a jubilant 
Canada booked their place in 
perhaps the most important match 
in their history.
Canada and the USA have 

not met in Olympic competition 
since the two faced off in the 
semi-finals of London 2012. In 
that match, the USA were vic-
tors, winning 4-3 after a 123rd-
minute Alex Morgan goal settled 
the tie. However, this game had 
a different aura about it, after 

the USA team - four-time gold 
medallists at the Games - had 
failed to score in two out of the 
four games they had played in 
this tournament. That statistic has 
now been extended to five, after 
the team failed to find the net 
against a spirited Canada defence.
Canada’s record goal scorer 

Christine Sinclair spoke after 
the game about what it means 
to beat the USA after so many 
years of trying. “We finally 
won,” she said. “For those of 
us who were part of the 2012 
game, it was nice to get a little 
revenge in an Olympic semi-
final.”
Fleming, scorer of the all-

important spot-kick, added: “I 
was confident where I was going 
to go. I usually pick the spot the 
night before. It’s just one kick. 
Trusting myself. Took a deep 
breath. I knew I could do it.”

However, USA legend Me-
gan Rapinoe couldn’t hide her 
disappointment. “We just didn’t 
have it today,” she said. “Just too 
many errors from us again. I felt 
like the space was there for us 
to play and we just couldn’t get 
into it too many touches or, you 
know, an errant touch. That’s 
football. They got, I think, one 
shot on goal, a PK, and from 
what it sounds like it was a 
PK. So yeah, it’s a bitter one to 

swallow.”
Canada now head into the final 

against Sweden with the wind 
in their sails after beating their 
southern neighbours for the first 
time since March 2001.
The Swedes have had an ex-

cellent tournament so far, bring-
ing favourites the USA down to 
earth in the very first group-stage 
game with a 3-0 victory, before 
beating semi-final opponents Aus-
tralia (4-2), New Zealand (2-0) 

and hosts Japan (3-1) to advance 
to the semis.
But it was the win against 

Australia for a place in the 
Olympic final that will be the 
sweetest of them all. With the 
pressure on, under the bright 
lights of the International Sta-
dium Yokohama, Sweden stood 
tall to win 1-0. It was the few-
est number of goals they have 
scored in any match this tourna-
ment, but none of that matters.

Li creates three Olympic 

records in weightlifting
Tokyo, Aug 3:
China’s Li Wenwen 

showed the world she 
is a super heavyweight 
powerhouse after col-
lecting gold and three 
Olympic records in 
women’s +87kg weight-
lifting at Tokyo 2020.
The 21-year-old ap-

peared to lift with ease 
140kg in the snatch 
and 180kg in the clean 
and jerk, setting records 
in both. She claimed a 
third with her amassed 
score of 320 points, 
which was just outside 

her world record of 
335.
After the judges ap-

proved her final lift, 
an elated Li dashed 
to bring her coach on 
stage and they both did 
a bow at the Tokyo In-
ternational Forum. Her 
gold medal was China’s 
seventh in weightlift-
ing at these Olympic 
Games, which equals 
the record number set 
by the Soviet Union in 
1976.
The athlete’s nearest 

rival in the competition 

was European cham-
pion, Great Britain’s 
Emily Campbell, who 
lifted 122 in the snatch 
and 161 in the clean 
and jerk, which gave 
her 283 points. The 
27-year-old became 
the first British athlete 
to collect an Olym-
pic medal in women’s 
weightlifting. Her 
silver was also the first 
medal the country had 
won since 1984 when 
David Mercer took 
bronze in the men’s 
90kg. Just one point 

behind Campbell was 
the USA’s Sarah Robles 
on 282.
The Olympic title is 

the latest in Li’s already 
impressive portfolio. At 
just 19 she caused a 
major upset when she 
won the World Cham-
pionships by beating 
the super-heavyweight 
titleholder, Russia’s Ta-
tiana Kashirina, who is 
not competing at Tokyo 
2020.
Laurel Hubbard also 

competed in the compe-
tition. The 43-year-old, 
who was the first trans-
gender athlete from New 
Zealand to compete at 
an Olympic Games, did 
not finish after failing 
to make any of her lifts 
in the snatch.

Beauty pageant to 
long jump: Ese wants 

to inspire girls
Tokyo, Aug 3:
Nigeria’s Ese Brume, who won the 

bronze medal in the women’s long jump 
with an e� ort of 6.97 metres behind Ma-
laika Mihambo Germany (gold 7 metres) 
and Brittney Reese, grew up wanting to 
be a beauty queen but, instead, she traded 
tiaras on her head for medals around her 
neck.

Her stock has risen exponentially over 
the last two seasons, earning the silver at 
the Doha World Championships in 2019 
before leaping to a new African record 
earlier in 2021.

� e 25-year-old has raised hopes in 
Nigeria that the West African nation will 
once again produce an individual gold 
medal at the Olympic Games.

Just months a� er Brume was born, 
Chioma Ajunwa became Nigeria’s � rst 
and only individual gold medallist at the 
Olympic Games when she unleashed a 
giant leap of 7.12m on her � rst attempt in 

the long jump � nal at Atlanta 1996.
Her African record had stood un-

touched all these years until Brume 
landed a 7.17m jump in Chula Vista, 
California. � e distance rocketed the 
Nigerian to the top of the 2021 list, giving 
her hopes of a medal in Tokyo 2020 a 
signi� cant boost.

“It’s a huge achievement for me and my 
coach. It was a surprise for us at � rst and, 
you know, it was something that we didn’t 
expect to happen at that moment. It just 
happened,” Brume said.

When coach Kayode Yaya � rst met 
Brume, barely in her teens at the time, 
he had conducted an athletics clinic for 
some of the local children, including his 
young charge.

“I was talking to her about education, 
and I asked what she wanted to be when 
she grew up,” Yaya recalled of his � rst 
interactions with Brume.

“She talked about beauty pageants, they 

had a beauty pageant in a church that 
week, and she was going to be part of it,” 
the coach said. “I told her that, you know, 
you can be in beauty pageants in many 
things in life. So I encouraged her to go 
to school, and I encouraged her to step in 
training.”

Brume eventually developed an interest 
in athletics, where she excelled in both 
track and � eld events.

Consistently stepping onto the podium 
in the long jump, � rst at state level, then 
at national, naturally directed Brume to 
specialise in the event.

Brume said she hoped her story would 
inspire other young girls in Nigeria, 
where she noted that sports participation 
among women is still at low levels.

Growing up in Ughelli, in the Delta 
State of Nigeria, Brume said she was 
surprised her parents allowed her to take 
part in sports due to their conservative 
values. “I want to make young girls be-

lieve that all things are possible,” she said. “You 
know that they can do exactly or even better 
than what I’m doing right now.”

“I’m not any super girl from one unique 
place,” Brume wen on. “No, I’m a local girl from 
Ughelli. So if this local girl can do it, can come 
this far from nothing to become something, 
then you also can do it.”

Brume has her mind set on winning a medal 
in Tokyo 2020, but when she competes in the � -
nal, she will not be looking to beat her competi-
tors but instead improve on her personal best.

She quali� ed for the � nal on her third 
attempt with a leap of 6.76m for a shot of win-

ning a medal at her second Olympics.
Rio 2016 bronze medallist Ivana Spanovic 

of Serbia was the only athlete to land a seven-
metre jump in the quali� cation competition.

“Pressure is coming in from di� erent places, 
from Nigeria, from my team, from Africa as a 
whole,” Brume said. “I try as much as possible 
not to let that overwhelm me, take it one step 
at a time, not to rush. I try not to panic at any 
point in time and I do not see anyone as a rival.

“It’s something that has helped me, and it has 
really brought me this far. And then the only 
thing to do is to surpass my personal best. I try 
to beat myself,” she signed o� .
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an early penalty corner 
in the semi-final. Felix 
Denayer sent a ball inside 
the scoring circle, and 
the ball was deflected 
off by Rupinder Pal 
Singh. Despite Alexander 
Hendrickx not being on 

the turf at that point, 
Luick Luypaert made the 
most of the opportunity 
and scored an early 
goal for Belgium in the 
second minute of the first 
quarter.

It took India nine 
minutes to get things 
back to level-pegging 
as Harmanpreet Singh 
smashed a powerful 
drag-flick past Belgium 
goalkeeper Vincent 
Vanasch after the World 

India lose hockey semis 2-5 to Belgium
Ex-champs lose plot in fourth quarter

Tokyo, Aug 3:
India men’s hockey 

team lost their semifinal 
match against the 
2018 world champions 
Belgium on Tuesday at 
the Tokyo Olympics, 
thus missing out on a 
chance to make their 
first Olympic final in 
over four decades. The 
last time India had 
played the men’s hockey 
final at the Olympics 
was back in 1980 when 
the team had won the 
gold medal.

This was India’s first 
meeting against Belgium 
since their 2-3 defeat 
in the FIH Pro League 
match in February 2019. 
But India’s campaign 
is still not over as they 
would compete in the 
bronze medal match on 
Thursday where they 
will face the loser of 
the second semifinal 
between Australia and 
Germany.

India got off to a 
nervy start, conceding 

Champions conceded 
a penalty corner. Two 
minutes later, Amit 
Rohidas passed a ball 
to Mandeep Singh 
inside the circle, and the 
Indian forward turned 
a tomahawk shot into 
the nets to give India the 
lead.

But Belgium came 
back strong in the 
second quarter, getting 
as many as four penalty 
corners within a matter 
of minutes. Hendrickx 
scored his 12th goal of 
the Olympics from a 
penalty corner, getting 
things again back to level 
terms as both teams went 
into the halftime with 
two goals apiece.

The third quarter was a 
cagey affair with neither 
of the two teams getting 
too many opportunities 
but India’s inability to 
prevent penalty corners 

cost them in the final 
15 minutes. Alexander 
Hendrickx scored two 
more goals, the fourth 
one coming from a 
penalty stroke.

With India putting 
an extra attacker on the 
field, and P.R. Sreejesh 
not on the turf, Belgium 
veteran John-John 
Dohmen scored the 
fifth goal in the dying 
minutes. But by that 
point, it was a mere 
formality.

It has been a good 
journey for India 
men’s hockey team in 
Tokyo Olympics so far, 
defeating New Zealand 
3-2 in their opening 
group game, and then 
picking up wins over 
Germany (2-0), Spain (3-
1), Argentina (3-1), and 
Japan (5-3) in the group 
matches. Barring the 7-1 
defeat against Australia, 
India had won all their 
games so far, but could 
not surpass the Belgium 
test.

Norwegian Karsten wins 400m hurdles in new record
Tokyo, Aug 3:
Karsten Warholm of Team Norway 

won the gold medal in the men’s 400 
metres hurdles decimating his own 
world record with a time of 45.94.

Karsten Warholm has won a spec-
tacular men’s 400m hurdles ! nal in a 
new world record time of 45.94. Rai 
Benjamin of the USA came second to 
win silver (46.17), while Brazil’s Alison 
dos Santos wins bronze (46.72).

Both Warholm and Benjamin went 
under the previous world record, with 
the Norwegian almost a second under 
the former world best.

Warholm started out of the blocks 
like a man on ! re, moving to the front 
from the early stages and looking for 
all the world as if he would saunter to 
victory. But the USA’s Rai Benjamin 
had other ideas, sprinting level with 
the Norwegian down the ! nal straight. 

It looked, momentarily, as if Warholm 
would fade, but as he jumped aggres-
sively over the ! nal hurdle, he found a 
new lease of life, charging over the line 
to destroy his own world record.

Every hero needs his nemesis, and 
in Benjamin, Warholm found one will-
ing - and able - to push him to his very 
best. " e USA athlete can content him-
self with a shiny silver medal - no small 
reward for a Herculean e# ort. However 

in any other race - in any other decade 
- his time would have made him a gold 
medallist and a world record holder.

Meanwhile, Warholm has done what 
no athlete in the sport has ever been 
able to do before, just a month a$ er 
breaking Kevin Young’s 29-year-old 
world record. He now has a gold medal 
and new world record to add to his 
resume, as well as the title of Olympic 
champion.

Young wrestler Sonam 

loses to Mongolian opponent
Tokyo, Aug 3:
Young Indian wrestler 

Sonam Malik lost her 
opening bout on criteria 
to Mongolia’s Bolortuya 
Khurelkhuu in the wom-
en’s 62kg category in To-
kyo on Tuesday and will 
now have to wait and see 
if she gets a repechage round on her Olympic debut.

" e 19-year-old led the bout 2-0 a$ er scoring 
two push-out points but the Asian silver medallist 
Khurelkhuu e# ected a take-down move with just 35 
seconds le$  in the contest to level the score.

" e score remained 2-2 till the end but since it was 
the Mongolian who scored the last point with her 
move, she was declared winner on criteria.

" ere was hardly any action during a major part of 
the bout. No move was made till one and a half min-
ute with the two wrestlers measuring each other from 
standing position.

" e Mongolian was put on activity clock but Sonam 
scored a push-out point to take a 1-0 lead and kept that 
till the end of the ! rst three-minute period.

Another push out took her 2-0 in front. Sonam did 
not let the Mongolian make any move for a major part 
but Khurelkhuu managed to get hold of the Indian’s 
leg and got the decisive take-down.

Sonam, a two-time Cadet World Champion (2017, 
2019), had quali! ed for the Tokyo Games by making 
the ! nal at the Asian Quali! er in April in Almaty.

Khurelkhuu being an experienced contender knew 
when to get the decisive move.

If the Mongolian makes the ! nal, Sonam will get a 
repechage round to be in contention for bronze medal.

Tokyo, Aug 3:
Allyson Felix has gotten 

o#  to the perfect start at the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games 
! nishing ! rst in her opening 
race, clocking 50.48 to win 
her Round 1 Heat 3 400m at 
a canter.

" ere was no drama for 
the 35-year-old who looks 
primed to add to impressive 
Olympic medal haul here in 
Japan, closest to her was Ja-
maica’s Roneisha McGregor.

" e American will now 

race in the semi-! nals to-
morrow at 19:30 local time.

With nine medals, Allyson 
Felix is the most decorated 
female track and ! eld athlete 
in Olympic history, along 
with Jamaica’s Merlene Ottey.

She is seeking to add to her 
six golds and three silvers at 
Tokyo 2020, having quali! ed 
for the individual 400m and 
been chosen for the USA 
women’s 4x400m relay team.

" is is Felix’s ! $ h Olym-
pic Games having made her 

debut at Athens 2004 where 
she won 200m silver behind 
Veronica Campbell.

Five of her six golds have 
come in relays, with her sole 
individual gold coming in 
the 200m at London 2012.

She came desperately close 
to winning the 400m at Rio 
2016, but was denied by 
Shaunae Miller-Uibo’s dive 
over the ! nish line.

She’s a history maker, a 
six-time Olympic champion 
and a nine-time medallist, 

who is looking for more at 

her ! $ h Games in Tokyo. As 

Felix prepares for what she 

says will be her last Olym-

pics, the American runner 

reveals how her mindset has 

changed since ! rst compet-

ing for Team USA at Athens 

2004 as an 18-year-old, and 

why her daughter is the 

driving force that has helped 

the 13-time athletics world 

champ become an advocate 

for change.

At 35, Allyson hopes to sign off with glory

 India’s Kamalpreet ! nishes 6th with 63.7 metres

US’ Valarie takes discus gold with big heave

Tokyo, Aug 3:
Valarie Allman of the 

United States opening 
throw of 68.98 metres was 
enough for her to hold 
onto Olympic gold in the 
women’s discus at the 
Olympic Stadium.

" e 26-year-old had 
come into Tokyo 2020 
among the favourites a$ er 
a seasons best of 70.01 
metres at the US Trials.

India’s Kamalpreet Kaur 
! nished a creditable sixth 
in her ! rst Olympics with 
a best throw of 63.7 me-
tres in a rain-interrupted 
! nal on Monday. " e 
25-year-old Kaur, who 
quali! ed for the ! nal 
as the second best on 
Saturday, was never in the 
running for a medal in 
the ! nal event which was 
interrupted by rain for 
more than an hour. She 
had a third round throw 
of 63.70m to end at sixth 
and equal 2010 Com-
monwealth Games gold 
medallist Krishna Poonia’s 
performance in the 2012 
London Olympics.

" roughout the com-

petition, Kaur, who was 
without her personal 
coach, looked nervous 
and short of con! dence as 
she lacked international 
exposure.

She has taken part in 
World University Games 
in 2017, her lone interna-
tional competition.

A farmer’s daughter 
at Punjab’s Kabarwala 

village, Kaur had raised 
hopes of India’s elusive 
athletics medal a$ er 
! nishing second in the 
quali! cation round on 
Saturday with a best throw 

of 64m.
“I am so honoured that 

this has been a ! rst gold 
medal in Tokyo (for the 
USA in athletics),” Allman 
said a$ er her victory. “It 

is an honour, I couldn’t 
be any happier or more 
proud.

“I’m still waiting for my 
feet to touch the ground.

“Our team is ! lled with 
so many incredible ath-
letes, and I am just blown 
away that I am not only a 
medallist, I am the gold 
medallist. It is like a dream 
come true.”

While the rain put a halt 
to competition halfway 
through, the ! eld events 
inside the Olympic Sta-
dium eventually resumed 
but none of Allman’s fel-
low competitors was able 
to come close to her mark.

" e Team USA athlete 
had failed her second and 
third attempts but her 
! $ h attempt recorded 
66.87m, which became the 
third-longest throw of the 
evening.

Kristin Pudenz of Ger-
many won silver (66.86m) 
and Cuba’s Yaime Perez 
came away with the 
bronze (65.72m).

For Perez, who record 
no marking ! ve years ago 
at the Rio 2016 Games, 

clinching the bronze 
medal was a great feeling.

“It is a lot of years’ 
worth of work and the 
only medal that was miss-
ing (from my collection) 
was this one. Like every 
other athlete I wanted 
gold, but I’m happy with 

what I’ve got,” she said.
Sandra Perkovic of 

Croatia was looking to 
become the ! rst ath-
lete to win the women’s 
discus throw three times 
at the Olympic Games 
but had to settle for                               
fourth.

New Delhi, Aug 3:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has hailed the e# orts 

of India hockey team a$ er the side su# ered a heartbreak 
loss against world champion Belgium in Tokyo 2020 
Olympics semi-! nal.

Modi also spoke to the men’s hockey team skipper 
Manpreet Singh and wished the Indian unit luck ahead 
of their bronze medal match. " e PM appreciated their 
good performance throughout the tournament.

Modi wrote on Twitter: “Wins and losses are a part of 
life. Our Men’s Hockey Team at #Tokyo2020 gave their 
best and that is what counts. Wishing the Team the very 
best for the next match and their future endeavours. 
India is proud of our players.”

We are proud of you, 
PM speaks to team
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